Neuroendocrine primary small cell carcinoma of the breast. Report of a case and review of the literature.
One case of breast neuroendocrine primary small cell carcinoma with light microscopic and immunohistochemical findings is reported. The patient died of unrelated disease 21 months after diagnosis and treatment by modified radical mastectomy, radiotherapy and subsequent chemotherapy. Immunohistochemical studies revealed cytokeratin and neuroendocrine markers (chromogranin, neuron-specific enolase) immunostaining on tumoral cells. Expression for neuropeptides (met-enkephalin, leu-enkephalin, beta-endorphin) and CALLA antigen was found. Based on this case report and six other previously reported cases, breast neuroendocrine primary small cell carcinoma appears to be a very aggressive tumor for which no firm conclusions regarding treatment can be drawn.